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Berlin club life versus the Hitler Youth. Amend lets grandsons and grandfathers have 
their say-in a historical narrative that could hardly be livelier or more direct. 
 
Like Florian Illies, Christoph Amend captures the spirit of his own generation, often known as the 
‘Golf generation’. Few people are closer to the young of today or have a better idea of what they 
like and dislike. 
 
Christoph Amend interviewed the grandfathers of the Federal Republic of Germany and talked to 
them about their youth. Richard von Weizsäcker, Joachim Fest, Egon Bahr and many others 
describe their wartime experiences and the events that shaped them. And what shapes the youth 
of today, who are also at a turning-point in time? In ‚Morgen tanzt die ganze Welt’, Amend paints 
a portrait of two generations.   
 
Author  
Christoph Amend, born in 1964, is editor of the Sunday supplement of the Tagesspiegel in Berlin. 
He joined the staff of the cult magazine Jetzt of the Süddeutsche Zeitung at the age of 22, and 
worked as its deputy editor-in-chief until 1999.   
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224 pages  
March 2003 
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In this essay Carl Amery shows that Hitler and the Third Reich must be understood as the 
harbingers of a time and its problems yet to come – our own future. The matter in question is our 
survival in a world of limited resources, the destruction of the environment and over-population. 
Hitler gave the first coherent answer of modern times to that question. His answer, short-lived in 
its bigotry, was one of absolute barbarism, the reduction of history to natural history. Only when 
the concealed and terrifying topicality of his promise of salvation is recognized can we tackle the 
political tasks of the present day.   
 
Author  
Carl Amery (1922-2005), a member of Gruppe 47, was elected president of the German PEN 
centre in 1989 and received many prizes, including the Literature Prize of the city of Munich in 
1991. He has written a number of sensational books, including Die Kapitulation (Capitulation), 
Der real existierende Kapitalismus (The Real Existence of Capitalism, Die ökologische Chance 
(The Ecological Chance), and Die Botschaft des Jahrhunderts (The Message of the Century).   
 
Also available:  
Global Exit (Global Exit, 2002)     
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Auschwitz – the beginning  
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Luchterhand Hardcover  
140 pages  
August 1998 
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The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra was founded in 1882 as an independent, self-governing 
musical association in which the musicians were shareholders – a sort of orchestral co-operative. 
Over the following fifty years, the orchestra became world-renowned, and toured throughout 
Europe. In 1933, with the Nazis’ rise to power, the Berlin Philharmonic, in grave financial difficulty, 
was bought out by the Reich. The musicians became civil servants under direct authority of 
Goebbels’ Reichsministerium für Volksaufklärung and Propaganda. For the next twelve years, the 
orchestra served as Nazi Germany’s flagship cultural ambassador, touring internationally both 
before and during the Second World War, and performing at a plethora of public events from the 
Nuremberg Rallies, to the opening of the 1936 Olympic Games, to Hitler’s birthday.  
 
This book represents the first comprehensive study of the relationship between Hitler’s regime 
and its musical crown jewel. Drawing together documents from orchestra, State and private 
archives, this book reflects the experience of a major cultural institution, at once distressingly 
typical of Germany’s Nazi experience, and astonishingly distinct. Primary documents arranged as 
the book’s skeletal structure open up original sources, in many cases for the first time, to further 
scholarly review, while offering casual readers a unique taste of the troubling, at times shocking, 
at others even humorous, state of ‘normalcy’ in this milieu.      
 
Press  
“A compelling and necessary book.” Wolf Lepenies   
 
Author  
Misha Aster, born in 1978 in Canada, studied Political Science, History and Dramaturgy at the 
London School of Economics, at Harvard and in Montreal. He has taught Philosophy and 
Musicology; he composes and is an opera director, his latest assignment being at the Tyrol State 
Theatre in Innsbruck.   
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There has always been a general assumption that Pius XI (1922-1939) and Pius XII (1939-1958) 
failed to speak out against the crimes perpetrated by the Nazis and the extermination of the Jews 
that took place throughout Europe. The Vatican, an institution shrouded in mystery, has only 
recently made its archives accessible to the public. The authors of this book were the first non-
Catholics to view the files documenting the relationship between the Vatican and the National 
Socialist Party in the years from 1923 to 1939. The extent to which the Vatican’s diplomatic 
strategy was dictated by their determination to retain their position of power in matters religious 
and political, in particular maintaining a strong anti-Bolshevik line, is only now revealed. At the 
same time, they were also prompted by the need to attend to their pastoral duties, caring for the 
welfare of their flock, and the endeavour to prevent the commission of further atrocities. Never 
before has the hypocrisy and duplicity of the Catholic Church’s connections with the NS regime 
been exposed quite as starkly.   
 
Author  
Gerhard Besier, born in 1947, is a theologist, psychologist and historian. He was a professor at 
the Theological Academy Berlin and at Heidelberg University from 1987 to 2003. Since then he 
has been chairman of the Hannah-Arendt-Institute for Research on Totalitarianism at the Dresden 
Technical University. One of his most significant publications is The Church and the Third Reich, 
Volume Three (2001).  
 
Francesca Piombo was born in 1963 near San Remo (Italy) and has been a re-search assistant 
at the Hannah-Arendt-Institute since 2003.   
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Paris, 1938: The 17-year-old Jewish boy Herschel Grynszpan learns that his family is to be 
deported to Poland. He decides to call at the German Embassy and to demand help, if necessary 
by using force. On November 7, 1938 he meets Ernst van Rath, who is counsellor to the German 
legation. A heated exchange of words ensues between them and in the heat of the moment 
Herschel shoots van Rath, who dies a short time later of his injuries. The National Socialists use 
this incident to justify the so-called ‘Kristallnacht’, when Nazis organized a pogrom throughout 
Germany, burning synagogues and smashing up Jewish shops. 
 
This book is an attempt to reconstruct Herschel Grynszpan’s life and at the same time explain the 
personal and political background of the assassination. The novel’s narrator is Julien, a fictional 
character Herschel Grynszpan gets to know and who comes into possession of his memoires.   
 
Author  
Lutz van Dijk was born in Berlin in 1955. He worked as a teacher in Hamburg for several years 
and later at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. Today he lives as a freelance writer in 
Amsterdam and Cape Town, where he works at the HOKISA (Homes for Kids in South Africa) 
Foundation, which he set up in 2001 to provide a home for AIDS orphans and HIV infected 
children in South Africa. His books for young readers as well as his non-fiction works have been 
translated into several languages and have been awarded various prizes.   
 
Also available:  
Don’t Breathe A Word (Zu keinem ein Wort, 2005) 
The Partisan (Der Partisan, 2003) 
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The tale of an ‘impossible’ love: Stefan and Willi,  a young Pole and a German soldier of the 
occupying army, lay their lives on the line with th eir relationship. 
 
Stefan is 14 years old when his life is changed overnight by Germany’s invasion of Poland in the 
summer of 1939. He, who had always been a good student, is no longer allowed to attend school, 
and his father is deported to to germany and forced to work there. Two and a half years later, 
survival is all that matters to Stefan and his family. 
But then Stefan meets Willi, a young German soldier. It’s love at first sight for both of them – but 
love between men isn’t allowed in the world of national socialist ideology. Despite the tremendous 
danger that such a relationship could spell for them, the two take the plunge. 
 
Damn’ strong love is based on a true life story. It was awarded the ‘Hans-im-Glück’ Prize in 1992.   
 
Author  
Lutz van Dijk was born in Berlin in 1955. He worked as a teacher in Hamburg for several years 
and later at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. Today he lives as a freelance writer in 
Amsterdam and Cape Town, where he works at the HOKISA (Homes for Kids in South Africa) 
Foundation, which he set up in 2001 to provide a home for AIDS orphans and HIV infected 
children in South Africa. His books for young readers as well as his non-fiction works have been 
translated into several languages and have been awarded various prizes.   
 
Also available:  
The Partisan (Der Partisan, 2003) 
The Assassin (Der Attentäter, 2003) 
Don’t’t Breathe A Word (Zu keinem ein Wort, 2005) 
Township Blues (Township Blues, 2002) 
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Cilly Levitus is thirteen when the pogrom of November 1938 happens. Until then she had lived 
almost safely with her mother and three siblings in the Israeli Orphanage in Frankfurt. Her 
mother, at her wit’s end, sends her children abroad on their own to get them away from violence 
and terror. Cilly and her younger sister Jutta arrive in Amsterdam, but they are in danger here, 
too. German Nazis occupy Holland in 1940, and in 1942 they start with the deportation of 
Amsterdam Jews …   
 
Author  
Lutz van Dijk was born in Berlin in 1955. He worked as a teacher in Hamburg for several years 
and later at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. Today he lives as a freelance writer in 
Amsterdam and Cape Town, where he works at the HOKISA (Homes for Kids in South Africa) 
Foundation, which he set up in 2001 to provide a home for AIDS orphans and HIV infected 
children in South Africa. His books for young readers as well as his non-fiction works have been 
translated into several languages and have been awarded various prizes.   
    
Also available:  
The Partisan (Der Partisan, 2003) 
The Assassin (Der Attentäter, 2003) 
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- A Jewish woman from Warsaw is able to hide her son before she is transported to Auschwitz  
- A surprising discovery in a Belgian monastery  
- A charitable network: How Jewish children were able to survive by being absorbed into Belgian 
families 
 
A Jewish boy faces a Belgian family: “My name is Rudi and I’m hungry!“ Once he is adopted as 
one of the many children in a Catholic family, his chances of surviving have increased 
considerably although the young boy is by no means out of danger. But his mother cannot 
escape her destiny. 
Rosine De Dijn describes the life of this Warsaw Jewess, who, leaving her humble origins behind, 
- goes to find work in Germany. There, she gives birth to her son Rachmil in the Jewish Hospital 
in Berlin in 1936. She manages to escape with him to Belgium before the inhabitants of the 
children’s home in which her son lives are deported. The son survives the war by staying with a 
family in the country. His mother, however, is part of the XXI. convoy that is taken to Auschwitz in 
July 1943.   
 
Author  
Rosine De Dijn was born in Flanders in 1941 and works as a freelance journalist and writer. She 
has published several books, the last being Liebe, Last und Leidenschaft – Frauen im Leben von 
Rubens (Love, Burden and Passion – Women in Rubens’ life) 2002 with DVA.   
 
Also available:  
Das Schicksalsschiff [The Ship of Fate], 2008 
 Sold to : Belgium / The Netherlands (Van Halewyck), Brazil (Record), Portugal (Saida de 
 Emergencia)     
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Rosine De Dijn narrates the adventurous story of th e Portuguese luxury cruiser Serpa 
Pinto , highlighting the disasters and absurdities of Wor ld War II. In spring 1942, the Serpa 
Pinto  brought German National Socialists living in Brazi l and keen to fight for the “Führer” 
and fatherland back to Europe. At the same time, th is ship became the last hope of escape 
for Jewish refugees. 
 
In 1942 the Serpa Pinto plied the fateful Atlantic route Rio de Janeiro – Lisbon – New York. The 
passengers on the ship of Captain Americo Dos Santos could hardly have been more different. 
On the way from South America to Lisbon, the Serpa Pinto would take German expats who had 
emigrated to Brazil during the years of inflation and economic crisis “back to the Reich”, where 
they wanted to go to war for Hitler. The journey from Rio de Janeiro to Lisbon was a luxury cruise 
compared to the Atlantic crossing in the opposite direction. This time, the Serpa Pinto became the 
last hope, the final escape for hundreds of refugees leaving Europe via neutral Portugal. 
 
Author  
Rosine De Dijn was born in Flanders in 1941 and has been living near Cologne as a freelance 
journalist since 1966. She has authored numerous contributions for Belgian radio, Flemish 
newspapers and German magazines, often about her native Belgium. She has also published 
several books, including The Escape of Yudka Kalman (1994), The Emperor’s Women (1999) and 
Love, Burden and Passion – Women in the Life of Rubens (2002).   
 
Also available:  
Du darfst nie sagen, dass du Rachmil heißt  
[You Must Never Tell Anyone That Your Name Is Rachmil], 2005 
 Sold to : Belgium / The Netherlands (Van Halewyck)     
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The dramatic story of a German-Jewish family is told by means of more than 500 letters, which 
survived the turmoil of the period. Outwardly, the Jahn family is broken up by the confusion 
resulting from the tyranny of National Socialism, inwardly, however, the five children in the family 
and their mother, Lilli, cling all the more closely to each other until Lilli dies in Auschwitz. The 
correspondence between the children and their mother is a unique testimony of humanity. 
 
The life of Lilli Jahn, a doctor, is a typical example of the history of German-Jewish relationships 
in the first half of the 20th century.  
 
Lilli Schlüchterer, the daughter of an educated, middle-class Jewish family in Cologne, decides 
against the wishes of her parents to marry Ernst Jahn, a doctor and a Protestant. The couple has 
five children and lives peacefully in Immenhausen near Kassel until the political changes wrought 
by the National Socialist rule also fundamentally affect the life of the Jahns.  
The rift between the Germans and the Jews tears the family apart. Ernst Jahn divorces Lilli and 
leaves her without any protection against the threat of persecution by the Nazis. Lilli Jahn is taken 
to a labour camp and embarks on a long, intensive correspondence with her children, who now 
have to look after themselves. It is almost a miracle that the letters survived. Lilli Jahn entrusted 
them to one of the warders before she was deported to Auschwitz, and this woman gave them to 
Lilli’s children.  
 
When Lilli’s son Gerhard Jahn, who was Minister of Justice in Willy Brandt’s cabinet, died in 
1998, the family discovered the complete correspondence among his belongings. Martin Doerry, 
Lilli Jahn’s grandson, has selected some of the letters and set them against historical background 
infor-mation to produce a portrait of the life of Lilli Jahn.   
 
Author  
Martin Doerry, one of Lilli Jahn’s grandchildren, was born in 1955. He studied German Literature 
and History in Tübingen and Zürich, completing his PhD in Modern History. He has worked for 
Der Spiegel since 1987 and has been deputy editor in chief since 1998.   
 
Also available:  
Nirgendwo und überall zu Haus [At Home Everywhere And Nowhere], 2006 

Sold to: The Netherlands (Contact) 
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Rights sold to:  Brazil (Objetiva), China 
(Bertelsmann Asia), Czech Republic (Prostor), 
Denmark (Athene/Aschehoug Dansk), Finland 
(Plataani Oy), France (Albin Michel), Hungary 
(Európa), Israel (Keter), Italy (RCS Libri/Rizzoli), 
Japan (Sprinter Tokyo), Korea (Acanet), 
Netherlands (De Brezige Bij), Norway (Gyldendal), 
Poland (Muza), Portugal (Dom Quixote), Spain 
(Castilian: Taurus; Catalan: Columna), Sweden 
(Norstedts), USA/UK (Bloomsbury)   



For further information please visit our homepage: www.randomhouse-foreignrights.de 

 

 

 

 
24 well-known figures, among them Imre Kertész, Rut h Klüger, Saul Friedländer and Ralph 
Giordano, to name but a few, give us insights into their lives and how they managed to survive the 
holocaust – in the camps, fleeing and emigrating  –  during the years of Nazi persecution.  
 
People, interviews and images that leave a deep imp ression 
Martin Doerry, whose book about the fate of his Jewish grandmother Lilli Jahn has been translated into 18 
languages, spent the past few years travelling all over Europe and America to talk to people who narrowly 
escaped being annihilated at the hands of the Nazis. They are amongst the last representatives of the 
virtually extinct world of European Jewry, and here they bear witness in an impressive manner by 
recounting their life histories, their struggle for survival and what being Jewish means to them. SPIEGEL-
photographer Monika Zucht’s expressive black-and-white photographs complement the texts.   
 
Press 
“Above all, there is never enough of such books.” Süddeutsche Zeitung  

“It is hoped this volume will have a large readership, a readership that listens to the last witnesses and 
passes on their messages to the following generation.” Jüdische Zeitung 

Whoever has wanted to has already been able to read quite a bit about the Holocaust – both written by the 
victims and about the victims themselves. Why then should this book be read? Because it is moving, 
because it will invoke anger, because readers will closely, empathetically feel fear, hope, and sympathy in 
these stories. Because, from the photographs of faces with their vestiges, readers will see and sense what 
it means to live. What more can be expected from a book?” Hamburger Abendblatt 
 
Author  
Martin Doerry was born in 1955. He studied German Literature and History in Tübingen and Zürich, 
completing his PhD in Modern History. He has worked for Der Spiegel since 1987 and has been deputy 
editor in chief since 1998. 
Photographer 
Monika Zucht, born in 1945, worked for Der Spiegel from 1969 to 2006, providing images for front covers 
and reportages.   
 
Also available:  
Mein verwundetes Herz. Das Leben der Lilli Jahn 1900-1944 [My Wounded Heart], 2002 

Sold to:  Brazil, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Korea, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain (Catalan; Spanish worldwide), Sweden, 
USA/UK (English worldwide)   
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‘I Paid Hitler’ was the title of an unauthorized bi ography of Fritz Thyssen published in 
1941. No doubt that statement was exaggerated, but in this book the famous economic 
journalist Hans Otto Eglau looks at the question of  how far the German industrialist of the 
Ruhr first served and made use of Hitler and the Na tional Socialists, and was then used by 
them in his own turn. 
 
Who was Fritz Thyssen? The powerful industrialist who brought Hitler to power and made the 
Führer dance for him like a puppet on a string? The insignificant son of that brilliant tycoon of the 
steel industry August Thyssen? Or even a resistance fighter who firmly rejected his former friends 
at an early point? 
Fritz Thyssen is perhaps the most politically controversial and certainly the most contradictory 
industrialist of the late Weimar Republic and the Third Reich, and none of the clichés cited above 
does him justice. Hans Otto Eglau, well-known for his outstanding research and reportage for Der 
Spiegel and Die Zeit, has put together many parts of the jigsaw puzzle to build up a picture of the 
life of a political dilettante, who began by liking the idea of himself as Hitler’s patron, and ended 
up his hostage. 
Drawing on sources some of which have never before been revealed, Eglau reconstructs the 
difficult relationship between Fritz and his domineering father August, traces Fritz’s political 
awakening during the struggle in the Ruhr, which made him a symbolic figure of national 
resistance overnight, casts light on the way he developed into an ardent supporter of Hitler, and 
then studies his rejection of Nazism, his emigration, pursuit and capture by the Gestapo, and 
finally his time in a psychiatric hospital and a concentration camp, held there as Hitler’s most 
prominent prisoner, and later interned again by the Allies after liberation.   
 
Author  
Hans Otto Eglau, born in Berlin in 1939, is a qualified economist and journalist. A former editor on 
Das Handelsblatt, Der Spiegel and Die Zeit, he is particularly interested in those who tread the 
borderline between politics and the economy. His many publications include a biography of 
Edzard Reuter.   
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This special edition has been published to mark the  sixtieth anniversary of the coup d’état 
of 20 July 1944. Over 60,000 copies have been sold in hardback alone. 
 
A comprehensive account of the German resistance to  Hitler, from the end of the republic 
in 1933 to the assassination attempt of 20 July 194 4. Concentrating on middle-class and 
military resistance, Fest describes the long journe y to the 20 July plot.   
 
Press  
‘… a fascinating study of the plausibility of failure.’  
Frankfurter Rundschau 
 
‘Joachim Fest has written a great, noble, clever book: a book about failure, cowardice and 
treachery, but also about great valour and  moral courage.’  
Märkische Allgemeine 
 
‘Fest has already put the Führer’s gang in its place, in his 1200-page biography of Hitler 
published in 1973 … Staatsstreich does something very similar … His Staatsstreich towers head 
and shoulders above the wealth of new publications.’  
Der Tagesspiegel   
 
Author  
Joachim Fest is the author of many bestsellers, among them Hitler, which has been translated 
into many languages. He worked as publisher for the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung from 1973 
until 1993.   
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Hundreds of thousands of people saw the film ‘Der Untergang’ in the cinema and were interested 
in this filmic portrayal of the final days of the Third Reich. Yet, despite the enormous precision 
achieved by the feature film, countless questions remain unanswered. Mario Frank answers them 
in his study. This, the most detailed reconstruction of the last days in the Führer’s bunker to date, 
finally removes all the myths and legends surrounding Hitler’s death and the end of the Third 
Reich. It depicts the dramatic events in strict chronological order and with the greatest possible 
authenticity; it deals with all the difficult sources and points out connections which could not be 
accurately explained up until now. Frank’s book is indispensible for the discussions that ‘Der 
Untergang’ gave rise to. Nobody who really wants to know how National Socialism collapsed only 
after Hitler’s suicide can afford to be without this book. 
 
Practically everything we know about the events in the Führer’s bunker between 20 April and 1 
May comes from the descriptions of contemporary witnesses. Yet even in the case of such a 
powerful event as Hitler’s suicide, the witnesses’ accounts contradict one another – 
fundamentally in parts. In order to make his account of Hitler’s last days as truthful as possible, 
Mario Frank has ordered the witnesses’ accounts chronologically, and placed them alongside one 
another in a grid. Where he found a considerable amount of contradiction, he has inserted 
continuous text based on the statement that seemed most convincing to him, and has drawn 
attention to the different versions in a footnote.   
 
Author  
Mario Frank was born in 1958 in Rostock and grew up in Switzerland. He studied law in 
Regensburg and Freiburg im Breisgau. He is now managing director of the Sächsische Zeitung 
and the Dresden Morgenpost. His book Walter Ulbricht. A German Biography (Walter Ulbricht. 
Eine deutsche Biographie) was published to great acclaim by Siedler in 2001.   
 
Also available:  
Walter Ulbricht. A German Biography. (Walter Ulbricht. Eine deutsche Biographie, 2001)   
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Siedler  
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40 b/w illustrations 
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Her husband entered the canon of history as the ‘executioner of Poland’: Maria Brigitte Frank was 
married to Hans Frank, Hitler’s Governor General of Poland. Niklas Frank, their son, has spent 
years researching his mother’s life, and the result is a biography that is just as much an unsparing 
settling of accounts as was the scandalous book he published about his father in 1987.  
Maria Brigitte Frank, born in 1895, married Hans Frank in 1925. He was a talented lawyer who 
attached himself to the Hitler ‘movement’, helped him out with legal matters, and was rewarded in 
1933 with the post of Minister for Justice. In 1939, Frank was named Governor General of occupied 
Poland. Brigitte, having achieved her aim, enjoys her social rise to ‘Queen of Poland’, and 
unscrupulously becomes rich at the expense of the Poles and Jews in the ghetto of Kracow. Her 
marriage was characterised by greed and hunger for power as well as by countless affairs and 
intrigues. In 1946, Hans Frank was condemned to death at the Nuremberg Trials and was 
executed. Brigitte Frank, likewise, just spent a short time in prison in 1947. The widow of the 
‘Executioner of Poland’ died in poverty in Munich in 1959.  
Frank has spent years analysing more than 3000 pages of his mother’s shorthand notes in order to 
portray her life in narrative form. In addition, he quotes his father’s written memoirs and recordings, 
thus weaving the two lives together to form a hideous piece of German history that reflects 
ambition, guilt – and their suppression.   
 

Press  
My German Mother is ... an extraordinarily worth reading portrait of a woman by a son who has 
avoided maudlinizing her into the always oblivious mother of five children at the side of her powerful 
Nazi husband. Instead, he shows what she had become: shamelessly greedy, lacking any regret, 
and completely unconcerned with the deaths of millions of people.’ Stern 
 
Author  
Niklas Frank, born in 1939, son of Hitler’s Governor General of Poland Hans Frank, grew up in 
Bavaria and Kracow. He spent more than two decades working as a reporter and author for the 
magazine Stern. He has spent years reconstructing his parents’ lives. His settling of accounts, Der 
Vater, caused a stir when it was published in 1987.   
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In the Shadow of the Reich is a man’s impassioned condemnation of his father’s life and deeds, 
unforgettably conveying the essence of a horrendous era. It is a letter from his son to the 
notorious Hans Frank – hanged at Nuremberg for his crimes as Nazi Governor General of 
Poland. 
Hans Frank, born in 1900, was a gifted lawyer and lover of music. He was also an ardent 
nationalist and self-deluded romantic, an opportunist searching for solutions in the chaos of post-
World War I Germany. How he was drawn to Adolf Hitler and embraced the excess of National 
Socialism is the subject his son explores.   
 
Author  
Niklas Frank, born in Munich in 1939, grew up in Neuhaus on Lake Schliersee and in Krakow as 
the son of the Governor General of Poland. He later became a journalist (among other positions 
as editor of the arts section of Stern magazine).   
 
Also available:  
My German Mother (Meine deutsche Mutter, 2005)     

Sold to:  Czech Republic (Práh), Poland (Bellona) 
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The history of an industrial dynasty – and an examp le of unscrupulous capitalism 
 
No other name embodies the drama of the German economy in the 20th century more clearly 
than that of Flick. An unparalleled rise was twice followed by political and moral bankruptcy. Flick 
was successful under four political systems, from the latter days of the German empire, through 
the Weimar Republic and the Third Reich up into the Federal Republic – and yet he failed all 
along the line. What he had in mind was a huge conglomerate that was to remain in the hands of 
the family from one generation to the next.  
But first the father failed, and then the sons. The techniques used by the Flicks to exert political 
influence in order to reach their entrepreneurial goals had remained disastrously unaltered since 
the 1920s. The conglomerate’s founder is to this day still a symbol of entrepreneurial 
unscrupulousness and an inability to understand one’s own guilt. 
 
The authors have laid out the history of the infamous dynasty, the power and potential of which 
were always closely linked with politics – and the scandals of which always aroused general 
opinion. As riveting as a thriller and highly topical.   
 
Authors  
Ralf Ahrens has published a book about the Dresdner Bank in the post-World War II period and 
several essays about the Nuremberg trials. 
 
Professor Norbert Frei holds the chair of Modern and Contemporary History at the University of 
Jena and has written numerous books on the history of National Socialism and post-war 
Germany.   
 
For his PhD, Jörg Osterloh did a study of the persecution of the Jews in the Sudetenland. His 
publications include essays and books about Third Reich policy concerning the Jews and the 
subject of captivity during World War II. 
 
Tim Schanetzky has written several essays and books about entrepreneurs and companies in the 
20th century and is a member of the board of the Research Group for Critical Business History. 
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• The legendary anti-war novel set during the Second World War 
• The definitive account of the ”Child Soldiers“  
• Both the book and the film version were huge international successes 
 
May 1945. Somewhere in Germany. Only a few days before the capitulation. Seven Hitler-youth, 
who’ve been stuck into Wehrmacht uniforms, are deployed to defend a bridge of no strategic 
significance, equipped with nothing more than a few carbines and bazookas. Abandoned by their 
senior officer, helplessly torn between a thirst for adventure and a confused belief that they must 
save the Fatherland, they take up the futile struggle just as the American tanks roll in.  
The Bridge, which achieved worldwide success as a book initially, followed by the equally 
successful film version directed by Bernhard Wicki, is a memorial to a duped generation that was 
sent to the slaughter in the final days of World War Two.   
 
Press  
“Gregor’s autobiography is not merely a requiem for the soldiers killed in action but an angry 
indictment  
of the fascism that precipitated the war. Manfred Gregor’s impassioned protest is far from being 
strident rhetoric.” Inostrannaja literatura   
 
Author  
Gregor Dorfmeister, alias Manfred Gregor, born in 1929, came to within an inch of his life whilst 
being deployed in the Wehrmacht’s “Volkssturm”. He has published three novels, two of which 
were made into films and achieved immense international success. Dorfmeister worked as a 
journalist for more than four decades.   
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These early memoirs of the great German journalist are the most significant find in 
Haffner's literary estate, and published for the fi rst time by DVA in the year 2000.  
 
They tell the story of a boy for whom the beginning of the First World War means the interruption 
of his glorious school holidays. He sees the galloping inflation of 1923 as a manifestation of a 
world gone mad. Ten years later, Haffner goes into exile out of disgust with the Nazis, though he 
himself was being neither politically nor racially persecuted.  
 
In rational, unpretentious prose, subtly ironic and with an occasional sudden flare of anger, he 
looks back at the years between 1914 and 1933, showing how the politics mirrored the lives of 
the people and exploring the reasons for his personal development and for that of his fellow 
Germans. 
 
Haffner's name stands for democratic, incorruptible liberal-mindedness, for an unpretentious but 
extremely elegant and artistic literary style.   
 
Author  
Sebastian Haffner was born in Berlin in 1907 and studied law. In 1938 he emigrated to England 
and became a journalist on the Observer. In 1954 he returned to Germany and contributed to all 
the major newspapers. He is the author of many historical bestsellers, including those on 
Churchill, Hitler, Prussia and Germany from Bismarck to Hitler. Sebastian Haffner died in 1999.   
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January 1930 saw the opening of the head office of the NSDAP, the so-called “Brown House”, on 
the Königsplatz, or ‘King Square’, in Munich. It was from the heart of the Bavarian royal seat that 
the up-and-coming party set to work to reach for power in the whole of Germany. Several more 
offices of importance for NS bureaucracy were added after 1933. The Königsplatz represents the 
excessive megalomania and brutal aggressiveness of the NS regime as few other areas in 
Germany. 
 
Andreas Heusler tells the history of the “Brown House” and in the process impressively shows 
how the cosmopolitan and art-loving “Athens of the Isar” became the “capital of the movement”. 
After the unsuccessful putsch in autumn 1923, the National Socialists cultivated the idea of the 
city being the mythical birthplace of the “movement”. After seizing power, they systematically 
converted it into a cultic centre representative of the regime. With his study of the history of the 
“Brown House”, that important place of remembrance, Heusler makes a valuable contribution to 
the history of National Socialism. At the same time, he also looks at the period after 1945 and 
shows how people in Munich have handled their difficult legacy.   
 
Author  
Andreas Heusler, historian and head of the department of Modern History and Jewish History in 
the Munich city archive, is one of the best authorities on the history of the city of Munich. Munich 
Made Aryan. Deprivation of rights and dispossession in Nazi Germany, which he edited with 
Angelika Baumann, was published in 2004. Heusler is a member of the scientific board of the 
planned NS Documentation Centre on the Königsplatz in Munich.   
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In 1945, the final year of the Second World War, unimaginable numbers of refugees poured out of 
the East into the destroyed cities and devastated areas west of the Oder. These people who had 
been driven out had saved their lives – but they left behind everything they possessed: families 
were torn apart, marriages destroyed. It was men who were responsible for creating such utter 
misery, but women who had somehow to overcome it – young women who, together with their 
children, witnessed the annihilation of total war during the end phase of the Nazi dictatorship and 
used incredible courage and energy to develop survival strategies. Most of them belonged to a 
whole generation of women who had been cheated out of their own lives. The author’s own 
mother was one such woman who wore herself out battling to ensure the survival of her children 
and her own parents. 
 
This is a book about shattered dreams. The dreams of Ursel and Wolfgang, the author’s parents, 
who were torn from one another by the war. Neither of them had any say in how they lived their 
lives. 
 
Press  
‘Only a Shadow of Happiness is more than just the story of a family. The retrospectives on the 
settings of those times situate the individual life stories within a historical frame – a helpful 
orientation for those readers unfamiliar with the history.The author is here simultaneously trying to 
comprehend and to tell a story. The incomplete, the unexplained, the assumed, and the 
unequivocal are all combined to form a German panorama of the 20th century, done very 
personally, yet far more than just that. An unusual book.’     Die Zeit  
     
Author  
Uwe-Karsten Heye, born in 1940, was an editor and correspondent before working as press 
advisor and speech-writer for the former SPD chairman Willy Brandt. In 1990, following the 
election victory of the future German chancellor Gerhard Schröder in Lower Saxony, he became 
the latter’s press spokesman. Between 1998 and 2002 he was the Federal Government’s 
spokesman and head of the press and information office. He has been Consul General of the 
German Federal Republic in New York since 2003.  
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On July 20, 1944, Claus Schenk Graf von Stauffenberg made an attempt on Hitler's life aimed at 
liberating Germany from its criminal dictator and putting an end to World War Two. In his classic 
biography, historian Peter Hoffmann, one of the best authorities on the German resistance, draws 
a fascinating portrait of Stauffenberg, of his family milieu and his spiritual roots. He describes the 
difficult path taken by the officer, who for a long time felt bound to his oath of loyalty to Hitler 
before becoming a resistance fighter who saw the murder of Hitler as the only solution.   
 
Press  
"Still one of the best intellectual histories of July 20." Neue Züricher Zeitung 

"This is the crowning achievement of the many years Peter Hoffmann has been working on the 
German resistance against Hitler. With its sympathetic examination of the biographic 
backgrounds of people who risked their lives in the struggle against the dictatorship, it is also a 
consolidation of his work." Eberhard Jäckel   
 
Author  
Professor Peter Hoffmann was born in 1930, studied History and completed his PhD under Franz 
Schnabel at Munich University. He taught at the University of Northern Iowa between 1965 and 
1970, has been Professor of German History at McGill University in Montreal since 1970, the 
William Kingsford Professor of History since 1988 and, since 1989, Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada.   
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When enemies become friends – a German soldier figh ts for the Resistance and is 
protected by French villagers. 
 
When Johannes Huck leaves his home village at the end of the 1930s to go to war, he has a 
feeling of liberation. He hurls himself into the riskiest of operations with wild determination. 
Disguised as a deserter, he is to join the partisans and spy out their tactics. The plan is a success, 
and Jean Huc, as he is now called, finds shelter on a remote farmstead known as La Granne. 
Through his protectors, he indirectly makes the acquaintanceship of the other villagers – 
sympathizers; traitors; the desperate; the undecided; and last but not least the oddball Numa, who 
will be the only one to survive the turmoil of the war unharmed. Huck shares their work and 
worries, and there comes the time when he has become so fond of the people and their 
countryside that he is no longer able to carry out his orders. But then he is exposed as a traitor.  
 
Against the background of true events, Robert Hültner writes of wishes and desires that don't 
follow the laws of war and peace; he writes of the gentle caress of the wind; of a quiet glass of 
wine. And he writes of the guardians of these precious things, those people who only follow their 
own rules.   
 
Press  
"Robert Hültner's hitherto most ambitious book – and probably his best; a moving, almost 
classically narrated and yet very modern anti-war novel." Bayerischer Rundfunk 
 
Author  
Robert Hültner was born in 1950. He has worked, among other things, as an assistant stage 
director, drama adviser and director of short films and documentaries. He has won many awards 
for his Inspector Kajetan novels, including the German Prize for Crime Fiction (twice) and the 
prestigious Glauser Prize. Robert Hültner divides his time between Munich and Provence.   
 
Also available:  
Vol. 1: Walching [Walching], 1997 
Vol. 2: Inspektor Kajetan und die Sache Koslowski [Inspector Kajetan and the Koslowski Affair], 
1998 
Vol. 3: Die Godin [The Godmother], 1999 
Vol. 4: Inspektor Kajetan und die Betrüger, 2006 
Vol. 5: Inspektor Kajetan kehrt zurück [Inspector Kajetan Returns], 2009 
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Rainer Karlsch takes an entirely new look at the Th ird Reich's nuclear weapons research.  
 
Up to now, it had been commonly accepted by historians that German scientists were behind in 
the race to build the atomic bomb, and that they were still far from accomplishing this when the 
war came to an end. This was due to the fact that research usually concentrated on the group 
around Nobel laureate Werner Heisenberg and Carl-Friedrich von Weizsaecker.  
In this book, however, Rainer Karlsch explains that two research groups, from the Army Weapons 
Bureau and the German Navy, had been working on a thermonuclear bomb since 1943. Decisive 
impulses were received from the field of explosive chemistry (hollow charges) and aviation 
research. This is how the idea arose of building a "mini-nuke", as they are known these days.  
Rainer Karlsch has found strong evidence that the Nazis tested two small nuclear weapons - one 
on the island of Ruegen in October 1944 and one near Ohrdruf in Thuringia in March 1945. 
Although only a few grams of nuclear explosive material were ignited in the Ohrdruf test, the 
effect was devastating: the ground within a 500-meter radius of the explosion point was laid 
waste, and inmates in a nearby sub-unit of the Buchenwald concentration camp died 
excruciatingly - between 500 and 700 people, as contemporary estimates have it. 
After years of research the Berlin historian Rainer Karlsch presents the key to one of the biggest 
mysteries of the Third Reich.   
 
Press  
“Thoroughly researched and fascinatingly written, Hitler’s Bomb reveals the startling level of 
innovation of the national socialist regime. An intellectual provocation.” Rheinischer Merkur   
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The story of a family in the final winter of the wa r. A chronicle of loss – the loss of 
homeland, tradition, culture and a sense of civilis ation. 
  

A farm estate in East Prussia. Here lives the family Globig, Wilhelmian bureaucratic aristocracy. 
The old Globig acquired the land and farmed it. His son Eberhard sold most of the land and 
invested the money in stocks. The small family – Eberhard, his pretty wife Katharina and his son 
Peter – were for a time able to lead a life of luxury. Now, in the sixth winter of the war, much has 
changed. The Eastern Front is being pushed westward, and the Red Army is on the heels of a 
steadily increasing flood of refugees. Yet the inhabitants of the Georgenhof estate still feel 
insulated from that reality. Eberhard, whose investments have become worthless in the war, is a 
supply officer stationed in Italy. Katharina seeks refuge in idle indulgences. The aunt packs away 
some silver spoons just in case. Something is in the air; even the self-absorbed family members 
can no longer deny it. Enemy planes are spotted flying overhead, the electricity is often cut off, 
armoured columns pass by, and odd strangers ask to be taken in: an economist, a young violin 
player, a Baltic baron with wife and parrot. The members of this peculiar society appear as if they 
have arrived from some other time period, existing in their own absurd illusions of reality. 
 

Katharina is asked to hide a fugitive from the local. The stranger tells her his story of escape and 
disappears. Katharina is betrayed and arrested. A short time later she receives the news that her 
husband has committed suicide in Italy: a wife who aids an enemy of the state is too much of a 
disgrace to him. The departure from Georgenhof is a scene of frozen bleakness, of an icy, black 
sky and crunching snow. The aunt takes command, driving the horse herself. The great trek west 
will engulf everything, and only Peter manages to survive. 
 

Author  
Walter Kempowski (1929 – 2007), was sentenced to 25 years in prison by a Soviet military 
tribunal, of which he served eight years in Bautzen. With his German Chronicles, which include 
such successful novels as Tadellöser & Wolff and Aus großer Zeit, he established himself as a 
bestselling author and a chronicler of the German middle class. His monumental text collage Das 
Echolot is a literary sensation. With numerous renowned prizes to his credit, he has become one 
of the most important contemporary German authors.  
 

 

 

 

Walter Kempowski 

All for Nothing 
 
Novel 

 
Knaus  
384 pages 
August 2006 
 
 
 
Sold to:  Latvia (Zvaigzne) 
 
  



For further information please visit our homepage: www.randomhouse-foreignrights.de 

 

 

 
18 million men served in it; for almost six years it was at the forefront of what was probably the 
bloodiest war of all times, for a while it occupied half of Europe – until finally everything ended in 
total defeat: Hitler's Wehrmacht. Its soldiers took their oath on the tyrant personally, and then they 
became the dictator's tools and accessories in his insane ethnic war. More than five million 
Wehrmacht soldiers lost their lives during the war or in captivity. Sixty years after the end of the 
war, it is time to take stock. With the help of new insights, interviews with the last remaining 
contemporaries and a mass of archived material and private documents, Guido Knopp has now 
given the army that followed Hitler to destruction a closer examination.   
 
Author  
After completing his university studies, Professor Guido Knopp, born in 1948, became an editor of 
the daily Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung before becoming head of Foreign Affairs at the weekly 
Welt am Sonntag. He has been head of the ZDF television Contemporary History section since 
1984. 
Guido Knopp has received several awards, including the Jakob-Kaiser-Prize, the European 
Television Prize, the Telestar, the Golden Lion, the Bavarian Television Prize, the Order of Merit 
of the Federal Republic of Germany and the International Emmy.   
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Idols and heroes caught between obedience and conscience, excitement and distance, 
involvement and protest – with this book, Guido Knopp delivers yet another fascinating aspect of 
a critical examination of the National Socialist regime. 
 
In center stage of this book are the careers and destinies of Heinz Rühmann, Max Schmeling and 
Leni Riefenstahl. The stories of other idols in Hitler’s Reich, some still well known and others 
nearly forgotten, are included as supplementary and comparative material. 
 
Artists, sports figures and famous actors – were they willing lackeys of the Nazis? Or were they 
unable to escape being monopolised by the dictator? The regime needed its idols in order to 
maintain a pleasant façade. Those who refused service to the Nazis risked falling into disfavour 
or being forced to leave the country. Each needed to decide: for or against. Many remained and 
cooperated, to become stylised into symbols. A few used their popularity in other ways and 
showed indications of disapproval of the excesses of the Nazis or helped those being persecuted 
to flee. Through portraits of famous personalities, Guido Knopp’s documentation skillfully 
presents the fame and suffering, glitter and tragedy, and responsibility and involvement in the 
shadow of the swastika.   
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After receiving his doctorate in history he was an editor 
at the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 
1984 he has been head of history and current affairs programs for the ZDF television network. He 
has received many awards for his television documentaries and has written numerous bestselling 
books on contemporary history.   
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“My conscious is Adolf Hitler.” – H. Göring 
 
Some sixty years ago, Hermann Göring, one of the principal defendants in the Nuremberg War 
Crimes Trials, was sentenced to death by hanging. Only a few hours before his execution this 
former Reichsmarschall of the Greater German Reich escaped that fate by taking poison. Guido 
Knopp describes the equally remarkable and shocking life story of the man who paved the way to 
power for Hitler and was to go down in history as one of the most inhuman Nazi war criminals. 
The first Göring biography for a long time, and based on the latest historical research.       
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor at the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programs for the ZDF television network. He has 
received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous books on 
contemporary history.   
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Half a century after the end of the Second World War Guido Knopp takes stock and draws a 
many-faceted portrait of Adolf Hitler — the dictator and the private man. Were the German people 
helpless victims of his seductive magic or did his ideology fall on fruitful ground? This carefully 
researched and tautly constructed study gives a brilliant overview of the facts, including many 
hitherto unknown, about Hitler as an individual, his policies, his crimes and those who carried 
them out in his name. 
The book is the result of many years' research carried out in collaboration with a group of 
internationally respected advisers. From this wealth of new material Knopp presents a complex 
subject in a comprehensible and highly readable way, providing an ideal introduction for the 
young generation to the unforgettable events of the past. 
This is a very attractive alternative to Ian Kershaw's massive 2-volume work on Hitler and 
supersedes the works of Bullock, Taylor and Trevor-Roper. It was a bestseller in Germany.   
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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It was the incarnation of terror. It was the executor of mass genocide.  Like no other Nazi 
organization it embodied the murderous mania of the master race. The two letters in old 
Germanic runic characters stand for Hitler's most dangerous instrument of power. In only a few 
years, the SS (Schutzstaffel, Defence Squadron) was transformed from an insignificant body 
guard corps to an omnipotent evil empire. 
 
‘Thy Honour is Thy Loyalty’ – under the motto propagated by Himmler SS men were trained as 
cold-hearted killers. Thousands who had volunteered were willing to sacrifice their humanity on 
the virulent altar of ‘blood and soil’. Whether in the ‘death factories’ of Auschwitz and Treblinka or 
in the mobile killing squads behind the front lines – the Nazi henchmen killed, not with a guilty 
conscience, but with the absurd conviction that they were serving  the survival of the Germanic 
nation.   
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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Following his best-selling and long-running successes: Hitler: taking stock, Hitler’s Henchmen, 
Hitler’s Henchmen II – The Guilty Executives, Hitler’s Children and Holocaust, Guido Knopp has 
now turned his attention, with detailed research, to the explosive subject of the leading women of 
the Third Reich and the role they played in the Nazi regime. To illustrate this theme he has 
assembled portraits of six famous women whose lives, different as they were, were all fatally 
bound up with that of Hitler himself. Eva Braun, Magda Goebbels, Winifred Wagner, Leni 
Riefenstahl, Zarah Leander and Marlene Dietrich: six biographies, which tell of collaboration and 
defiance, innocence and complicity.   
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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After his long-term best-sellers – from Hitlers Helfer [Hitler’s Helpers] and Hitlers Krieger [Hitler’s 
Warriors] to Holokaust [Holocaust], Hitlers Frauen [Hitler’s Women], Die SS [The SS] and  
Stalingrad – Guido Knopp’s latest book is devoted to the eleven million German POWs of the 
Second World War. Many of those who returned repressed their experiences, and only now, half 
a century later, do contemporary eyewitnesses break their silence to tell us of the years of 
deprivation, their struggle for survival, their hopes and fears – and their homecoming. 
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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Following the successful documentations on Hitler, Guido Knopp and his team present the sequel 
about those men who supported Hitler’s regime and executed his plans. They stand for the 
multitude of complicities for Hitler’s enormous crime. They aided him in streamlining towards the 
Nazi Regime the bodies of jurisdiction and administration, the Wehrmacht and police, the 
sciences and the economy, the youth and those involved in education. 
 
Who were these people? What motivated them to so diligently invest their energy and their skills 
in supporting a criminal regime? What was the course of their lives and their careers? Guido 
Knopp has researched the lives of eight highly influential abettors: Adolf Eichmann, Martin 
Bormann, Joachim von Ribbentrop, Roland Freisler, Baldur von Schirach, Wilhelm Keitel, Erwin 
Rommel, Josef Mengele. 
 
The portraits of these executive aides draws an informative psychological chart of Hitler’s 
‘voluntary executors’. His research is based on newly discovered material from worldwide 
archives, on the latest discoveries made by historians and on interviews with former colleagues, 
relatives and victims of the portrayed persons.   
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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To mark the 60th anniversary of the Stauffenberg plot of 20 July 1944, Guido Knopp tells the 
story of German resistance to the criminal Nazi regime from 1938 until that date. He reminds us 
of those who planned the assassination attempt on Hitler, thus rising in protest against injustice, 
oppression, tyranny and violence. They staked their lives in the struggle against the Nazi 
dictatorship, knowing that only the murder of the tyrant could change the course of history. This 
book accompanies the five-part TV series to be transmitted on ZDF, Germany`s second national 
TV channel, for the 60th anniversary of 20 July 1944. 
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
 
 

 

 

 

Guido Knopp 

They Planned to Kill Hitler   

     

 
C. Bertelsmann  
352 pages  
February 2004 
 
 
 
 
Rights sold to: Czech Republic (Euromedia), 
Japan (Hara Shobo), The Netherlands (Kok ten 
Have), Poland (Bertelsmann Media), Russia (Olma 
Press)  



For further information please visit our homepage: www.randomhouse-foreignrights.de 

 

 

 

 
Using the latest results of years of research, toge ther with photographs, film and sound-
recordings, many of which have not been published b efore, Guido Knopp has put together 
a picture of the Holocaust that is both historicall y exact and deeply  moving. He poses the 
urgent questions to which even today, half a centur y after the liberation of the 
concentration-camps, adequate answers have still no t been found. 
 
When was the decision made which meant a sentence of death for more than six million people? 
How did the mass-murder system function, with its ‘death-factories’ at Auschwitz, Majdanek, 
Treblinka and many other places? Who bore the responsibility? Hitler alone? His henchmen? Or 
were ‘quite ordinary Germans’ also drawn all too willingly into the wake of a criminal regime? 
Perpetrators and accessories; hangers-on and all those who simply closed their eyes to the 
unthinkable and by so doing allowed it to happen – after the war most people invoked the 
defence of ignorance or the necessity to obey orders. Holocaust poses the very pertinent 
question of individual responsibility. 
In penetrating detail, Guido Knopp traces the horrific road from the Nuremberg Race Laws to the 
Wannsee Conference and the ‘Final Solution’, from the deportations to the liberation of the 
concentration-camps by the Allies. Unlike Daniel Goldhagen (the American author of Hitler’s 
Willing Executioners), Knopp also tells the story of those courageous and desperate people who 
fought in the Resistance, as well as of the few who did not look away but did what they could to 
help the victims. 
In interviews conducted all over the world, survivors tell how they managed to escape Nazi 
persecution. To this day they have not been able to rid themselves of those terrible memories and 
many are only now prepared to talk for the first time about their painful and traumatic 
experiences. As well as from the victims, we hear from some of their persecutors, now at last 
confronting long-suppressed knowledge. 
 
Press  
‘The voices … of the witnesses carry the message.’ New York Times   
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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Guido Knopp and his team of researchers have writte n another book in their successful 
series on Germany’s Nazi past. In this book the aut hor now presents the first 
comprehensive history of the Hitler Youth movement.  Much hitherto unpublished material 
and the evidence of hundreds of eye-witnesses have gone into the making of Hitler’s 
Children. The result is a moving document about the  betrayal and exploitation of an entire 
generation, the results of which are still traceabl e today.  
 
‘…And throughout their life they will never again be free.’ Hitler’s programme of ‘Gleichschaltung’ 
– bringing the whole of German society into line with Nazi aims – extended not least to the young: 
at the age of ten they had to join the ‘Jungvolk’, then at fourteen the Hitler Youth. From there they 
were dragooned into the Nazi Party, the SA or the SS, labour service and finally the Wehrmacht. 
Never had a generation been so comprehensively monopolised by the state as under National 
Socialism. From toddlers upward a whole generation was indoctrinated into becoming willing 
recruits to Nazism. 
 
Typical life-stories are presented to the reader through the shocking and distressing accounts of 
former HJ members. Knopp adduces impressive evidence of how Hitler gained power over ‘his 
young people’. But we also hear from men and women who in their youth were able to resist the 
fascination of the Nazi regime, even becoming outcasts, marginalised and persecuted. 
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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In this book, the biographies of six generals, resp ectively admirals who had the most 
important positions in the machinery of war of the Third Reich are presented: Erwin 
Rommel, Wilhelm Keitel, Erich von Manstein, Wilhelm  Canaris, Friedrich Paulus and Ernst 
Udet. 
 
What kind of people were they, what made them give their military knowledge to their murderous 
master? Six biographies, six different lives marked by dictatorship: Rommel, who was appointed 
youngest field marshall of the Wehrmacht by Hitler and who nevertheless dared to criticize the 
dictator; the myth of the brilliant ‘Desert Fox’ is still alive. Keitel, who headed the High Commant 
of the Wehrmacht, who signed the German capitulation on May 8, 1945 in Berlin and who was 
later sentenced to death by the Allies in the Nürnberg Trials. Manstein, strategist of the campaign 
against France, who was sentenced by a British military court and began working for the federal 
government of West Germany as a military advisor already in 1953. Canaris, chief of the 
Counterintelligence Corps, whose secret service was considered ‘Hitler’s miracle  weapon’, and 
who was arrested after the attempt on Hitler’s life in July 1944 and was murdered in a 
concentration camp a few weeks before the war was ended. Paulus, whose name is inseparably 
linked with Stalingrad and who did not have the courage to disobey until defeat; instead of 
meeting certain death on the battlefield, he capitulated and went into war captivity during which 
he joined the communist National Committee. Udet, who became very famous in the First World 
War as a fighter pilot, helped to build up the Luftwaffe under Göring and served the novelist Carl 
Zuckmayer as a model for the protagonist Harras in his book The Devil’s General. 
The portrayals of these six warriors of Hitler are instructive examples of the psychology of those 
who made the Second World War possible.  
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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Guido Knopp paints a portrait of the seven characters without whom Hitler’s rise and grasp on 
power would never have been possible: Alfred Jodl, Hjalmar Schacht, Gustav Krupp and Fritz 
Thyssen, along with Albert Speer, Wernher von Braun and Ferdinand Porsche. All these men 
were ‘Hitler’s managers’: they all had glittering careers during the Nazi era; they all shut their 
eyes to the truth and became part of the whole dreadful apparatus of power. Guido Knopp depicts 
seven extraordinary lives marked by fame and suffering, brilliance and tragedy, responsibility and 
involvement in the shadow of the swastika. 
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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In his book Stalingrad Guido Knopp gives us another impressive documentary account of one of 
the greatest disasters of the Second World War. To this day the Battle of Stalingrad has deeply 
traumatic associations as a symbol of war, destruction and defeat. Guido Knopp shows how the 
catastrophe came about, and describes the terrible consequences of the battle on the civilian 
population as well as the armies. 
 
Author  
Professor Guido Knopp was born in 1948. After graduating in history he was an editor on the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and then chief foreign editor of Die Welt am Sonntag. Since 1984 
he has been head of history and current affairs programmes for ZDF, Germany's second national 
TV channel. He has received many awards for his TV documentaries and has written numerous 
books on contemporary history.   
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Why did Hitler gain so much power? Was it avoidable ? 
 
This non-fiction book on The Seizure of Power takes up the story of Germany on the most 
momentous date in the history of the country: January 30, 1933 marks the appointment of Adolf 
Hitler to Reich Chancellor, the breakdown of democracy and the beginning of an unparalleled 
barbaric dictatorship. The stages on the road to an authoritarian state show that this development 
was by no means unavoidable. The last remaining eyewitnesses of the time, hitherto unknown 
film material from regional archives and the result of the latest historical research conclusively 
show how political intrigues heaved Hitler to power and how quickly a lot of Germans sided with 
him. An important record of the beginning of the Third Reich. 
 
Containing partly unknown archive material and new statements from contemporary 
eyewitnesses.   
 
Author  
After completing his university studies, Professor Guido Knopp, born in 1948, became an editor of 
the daily Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung before becoming head of Foreign Affairs at the weekly 
Welt am Sonntag. He has been head of the ZDF television contemporary history section since 
1984. Guido Knopp has received several awards, including the Jakob Kaiser Prize, the European 
Television Prize, the Telestar, the Golden Lion, the Bavarian Television Prize, the Order of Merit 
of the Federal Republic of Germany and the international Emmy.   
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50 years after the end of World War II, a bookseller begins to unearth the secrets of her family 
history. An upper-class German-Jewish family is driven out of its family home by the Nazis in the 
1930s, deprived of its rights, humiliated and dispossessed. Several decades after the war, under 
a layer of dust up in the attic, the daughter finds detailed notes of her father’s art collection. His 
demoralising fight for compensation was unsuccessful. And so his daughter sets out to look for 
the lost works of art. This takes her on a search for the man who was her father, her hero. She 
follows, with extreme precision, the paths taken by the pictures and their whereabouts, and she 
persistently does all she can to get these treasures, which had long ago been systematically 
robbed, returned to the family. 
 
In Pictures of a Father, Christiane Kohl tells the true story of a German-Jewish family from 1933 
until the present day, of an unatoned crime and a fascinating search for justice. The fate of this 
one family stands for that of others; what happened to them probably happened to others many 
times over. As in The Jew and the Girl, Villa Paradiso or the The Witness House, Christiane Kohl 
has again succeeded in depicting a period of precisely researched history as it is sensitively and 
compellingly mirrored in the involvement of individual people.   
 
Press  
“Christiane Kohl has drawn a fine family portrait.” Sächsische Zeitung 
 
“Christiane Kohl, correspondent for the Süddeutsche Zeitung, succeeds again and again in 
coming up with sensational discoveries in her historical research.” www.aviva-berlin.de 
 
Author  
Christiane Kohl, born in 1954, worked initially as a correspondent of the Cologne Express and 
later as press officer for the Environment Ministry in Hessen. From 1988 to 1998 she worked as 
an editor with SPIEGEL. She has been the Süddeutsche Zeitung correspondent in Rome since 
autumn 1999.   
 
Also available:  
Das Zeugenhaus [The Witness House], 2005 
 Sold to:  France (Payot & Rivages), USA/Engl. World (Other Press) 
Villa Paradiso [Villa Paradiso], 2002   
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Autumn 1945 saw the start of the Allies’ trials of the high-ranking representatives of the 
Nazi dictatorship. The events taking place in the h igh profile court room are reflected in 
the microcosm of a villa on the outskirts of the to wn, a guest house for witnesses for the 
prosecution and the defence. Perpetrators and victi ms confront each other in a confined 
space. Based on two previously neglected guest book s, as well as on the minutes of the 
Nuremberg trials, Christiane Kohl has researched th e scenes in the house and gives a 
close up account of the dramatic involvement of eac h individual at the point in time when 
the world sat in judgement on Germany.  
 
While the statements of those present are broadcast or commentated on the radio, the trials 
continue within the small group in the villa. Agitated victims accost perpetrators and 
sympathisers; generals who stood by and watched mass murders out of a soldier’s sense of duty 
struggle to keep their composure. There is euphemistic big talk, vanity flourishes without a sense 
of guilt, sharp tongues justify the actions of accomplices and own actions are glossed over with 
ice-cold arrogance or light-hearted charm. This highly explosive mixture is seasoned with the 
juicy anecdotes of those who had basked in the glory of the inner circles of power.  
 
As if with a magnifying glass, Christiane Kohl focuses on the guilty, the sympathisers, the 
undecided and those who always manage to make themselves fit in. It is in the moment of 
reckoning and new beginnings that in the microcosm of the witness house the social structures 
which made such an unjust system possible become visible. In the process, the boundaries 
between ethics and justice become blurred between accused and accuser, revealing what was to 
form the basis of the later Federal Republic of Germany, derived from a murderous system.   
 
Author  
Christiane Kohl, born in 1954, worked initially as a correspondent of the Cologne Express and 
later as press officer for the Ministry of the environment in Hessen. From 1988 to 1998 she 
worked as an editor with Spiegel. She has been the Süddeutsche Zeitung correspondent in Rome 
since autumn 1999.   
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This book portrays for the first time the morally reprehensible and borderline criminal dealings of 
Swiss institutions and banks throughwhich the banks aquired the assets of the IG Farben 
company. IG Farben, once the largest German chemical groups, was one of the pillars of the 
Nazi economy and employing thousands of forced labourers during the Second World War. Using 
the cover-ups and frauds, meticulously detailed here, one of the most well-funded banks in 
Europe arose from the camouflaged assets of IG Farben in Switzerland after the Second World 
War. This is a cross-border, transatlantic business detective story full of intrigue, corruption and 
massive intimidation attempts.   
 
Press  
On Koop’s 17 June 1953: 
 
‘Enthralling, competent, important.’  Bild  

‘An impressive panorama.’  Damals  

‘A unique overall picture.’ Deutsche Welle   

 
Author  
Volker Koop, born in 1945, is a journalist and historian and the author of numerous non-fiction 
titles.   
 
Also available:  
17 June 1953: Legend and Reality (Der 17. Juni 1953. Legende und Wirklichkeit, 2003)   
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The cultural and intellectual history of East Prussia has enriched the whole of Europe, and it plays 
a central role in the collective memory not only of the Germans, but also the Poles, the 
Lithuanians and the Russians. Yet in the post-war era, East Prussia remained a legend. Andreas 
Kossert now recounts the centuries old history without the political contortions which have 
characterized discussions about East Prussia for so long. It is the eradication of nationalist 
perspectives that has enabled a more sophisticated portrayal of the fascinating history of this 
region. 
 
Only now it has become possible to perceive of East Prussia as a fundamental part of Prussian-
German and European history. Andreas Kossert looks at the history of East Prussia from a post-
nationalistic perspective. Having overcome the exaggerated nationalist thought and interpretation 
models, the way is now open for a view of what is essentially a multi-ethnic region. Andreas 
Kossert is the first to present a modern, highly historiographical and wonderfully well told history 
of East Prussia. 
 
Press  
“There are many reasons to highly praise Andreas Kossert’s book about East Prussia. Such a 
multi-levelled presentation would not be expected from a 35-year-old historian. Along with his 
main profession, Kossert is a memory theorist and investigator, a historical semanticist, a 
historian of literature, and, above all, a deconstructionist of ideologies and historical myths.” 
Süddeutsche Zeitung 
 
Author  
Andreas Kossert, born in 1970, studied history, Slavonic studies and politics in Germany, 
Scotland and Poland. As a doctor of history he currently works at the German Institute of History 
in Warsaw. 
 
Also available:  
Masuria. East Prussia’s Forgotten South (Masuren. Ostpreußens vergessener Süden, 2001) 
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Andreas Kossert tells the history and origins of th is fascinating and tormented region 
between the Vistula and Neman rivers and the myths surrounding it. He describes 
everyday life in Königsberg, Tilsit and Malbork, th e dramatic events on the eve of World 
War II. He takes us up to the expulsion of two mill ion people in the years after 1945. 
 
The renowned East Europe expert Andreas Kossert describes the life, hopes and fears of people 
living in East Prussia in the years before and during World War II. What did people go through at 
the outbreak of war and then later during the approach of the eastern front? To what extent was 
the population of German origin at the mercy of German, Soviet, British and American politics? 
What made some 2.5 million people flee to the West within a period of only a few weeks during 
that dramatic spring of 1945? And finally: how does the former home country remain alive in the 
memories of many East Prussians?  
 
By explaining the historical connections while at the same time letting people speak, Kossert has 
painted an impressive picture of this region that was once the most easterly province of the 
German Reich, and he asks how much of all this is still in our memories today.   
 
Author  
Andreas Kossert, born in 1970, studied History, Slavonic Studies and Politics in Germany, 
Scotland and Poland. As a doctor of History he currently works at the German Institute of History 
in Warsaw. In 2008 he was awarded the Georg-Dehio-Buchpreis for East Prussia and the Bad-
Herrenalber-Akademiepreis for Cold Home. 
 
Also available:  
Kalte Heimat [Cold Home], 2008  
Ostpreußen [East Prussia], 2005 
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Masuren [Masuria], 2001   
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When we became Nazis and Jews – a German family dra ma. 
 
Thekla Wolle first has to wear the yellow star in September 1941. Her granddaughter, who is six 
at the time and according to Nazi rules a "first-degree half-caste", goes through this moment of 
despair that is the beginning of the road to death. However, it is not until 2004 that Sibylle 
Krause-Burger learns all the details of what happened to her grandmother in those days and how 
her mother's younger brother struggled in vain for years to escape the clutches of the law. The 
family's hopes focussed on the older brother, who had managed to flee to Brazil.  
 
The author of this book found the family tragedy reflected in the weekly airmail letters, sent 
punctually every week between 1937 and 1941 from Berlin, and in other records and documents. 
These historic accounts and papers enabled her to describe vividly how Nazi harassment 
increasingly poisoned the everyday life of the persecuted – how convinced Germans refused to 
acknowledge the danger, how "Arian" members of the family turned away from the Jewish 
relatives and a village became a place of refuge for the survivors.   
 
Press  
"This book is an oppressive testimony of how the destructive quietly and inexorably creeps into 
normal, everyday life. In the end, the Third Reich destroyed a German family; its Jewish members 
were either murdered or scattered to all parts of the world. This is an account of the big trauma of 
our past, vividly and sensitively reflected in the story of a family – an account it is not possible to 
read without being moved." Der Tagesspiegel   
 
Author  
Sibylle Krause-Burger is a columnist for the daily Stuttgarter Zeitung and has published several 
books. She has been awarded the renowned Theodor-Wolff-Prize for her lifework as well as the 
Karl-Hermann-Flach-Prize and the Quandt Media Prize for her work on contemporary issues.   
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There are and always have been many ways of escaping one’s own past. But there are some 
who have never had this chance: the children of prominent Nazis. On the one hand they have 
nice memories of the kind man who was their father, on the other they are confronted with the 
facts of history: with the madness, the murders, the personal purgatory.  
With an interval of 40 years, the Leberts - father and son - spoke to these men and women who 
bore a tainted name and were crushed by the burden of the past. The result is a series of 
snapshots of rare intensity.   
 
Author  
Norbert Lebert, 1929-1993, was a renowned journalist for the Süddeutsche Zeitung. His son, 
Stephan Lebert, has worked for the Süddeutsche Zeitung and the magazine Der Spiegel and has 
received several awards for his journalistic work.   
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A skilfully narrated family chronicle about the fat e of a Jewish family in Europe in the 
1920s. 
 
In 1923, in the French Pyrenees, Leonie Lasker is entrusted with an unusual mission. Her great-
grandmother has had a vision of great suffering that is going to befall the Jews, and she asks 
Leonie to find the three golden letters of the Hebrew word "Emeth" (= truth) distributed among her 
brothers living in Berlin, Vienna and Spain. The search for the first sign takes Leonie to the 
Scheunenviertel in Berlin and her uncle's Jewish theatre. When she falls in love with her cousin 
Schlomo, she has a row with her patriotically minded father. Then the theatre is the target of a 
pogrom … 
 
This first volume of the family chronicle is about Leonie's search for her Jewish origins, her life in 
Berlin in the "Golden Twenties" and her first love. Waldtraut Lewin knowledgeably and lavishly 
depicts Jewish culture and way of life and paints a colourful panorama of the time. 
 
The three-volume family saga, with its attractive locations of Berlin, Vienna, Spain and southern 
France, is in the tradition of the Trilogie der Wendepunkte [Trilogy of the Turning Points] by Klaus 
Kordon and the Bienmann Saga by Willi Fährmann.   
 
Press  
"Her books are never boring; the writer obviously thoroughly enjoys creating a story." Neues 
Deutschland   
 
Author  
Waldtraut Lewin, born in 1937, studied German and Dramaturgy in Berlin and has worked as an 
opera translator, stage manager, and director. Since 1978 she has been a freelance author of 
novels, radio plays and screenplays, for which she has received numerous awards. She has been 
writing young adult literature since 1995.   
 
Also available:  
Columbus [Columbus], 2006 
Goethe [Goethe], 2004   
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The plans to overthrow Hitler have been relatively well investigated. Unknown to a large extent, 
however, are the national revolutionary groups from the milieu of the famous, and infamous, 
Ehrhard Brigade, which with their own conspiratorial plans and social concepts, particularly from 
1938 to 1940, attempted to influence the national conservative opposition of Ludwig Beck and 
Carl Goerdeler and its planned coup d’etat. This network of former paramilitary Freikorpskämpfer 
(‘Free Corps soldiers’) surrounding Wilhelm Canaris and Hans Oster included the later 
conservative Christian Socialist party state secretary Dr. Franz Maria Liedig, as well as SS Führer 
Hartmut Plaas, who was executed in connection with July 20th, 1944. 
  
The main focus of this book is Friedrich Wilhelm Heinz, who was head of the intelligence service 
of the Amt Blank (precursor of the German Federal Ministry of Defence) in post-war Germany. 
Oscillating between left and right, rebellion and adventurism, accommodation and resistance, 
Heinz embodies the archetype of the national revolutionary Freikorpskämpfer. His own story, 
from a Prussian lieutenant in the First World War to a conspirator against Hitler, is illustrative of 
the history of the national revolutionaries, including their part in the rise of the NSDAP and their 
importance in the conservative resistance. As right-wing extremists in the folk-radical Freikorps, 
other paramilitary units, and underground organisations, they took part in the conspiracies to kill 
Walther Rathenau and were involved in the plot to assassinate Hitler. National socialists from the 
very beginning, they helped lay the foundation for the rise of the NSDAP. In their struggle for the 
‘true national socialism’, we find them at first in the front rows of Hitler’s Putsch and then, later, in 
the opposition against Hitler’s leadership. Yet in their undertakings after 1938 to replace the Nazi 
regime with a modern Hohenzollern monarchy, from a historical perspective they ultimately 
remained hopelessly peripheral.   
     
Author  
Susanne Meinl, born in 1964, studied history at the University of Bochum. ‘National Socialists 
against Hitler’ is her first book.   
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�  Similar to the Diary of Anne Frank, this novel with  its authentic background deals 

with events in the Third Reich from the perspective  of a young person. 

�  Includes a glossary, topical afterword from the aut hor, and a foreword by Dr Ralph 
Giordano. 

�  In America, this book has established itself as a c lassic and is found in every 
library. 

Amsterdam, May 1940. Rosemarie, her parents and her grandmother, Austrian Jews who have 
long lived in the Netherlands, experience the German invasion. They suffer through every level of 
degradation: having the J stamped in the passport, wearing the Star of David, being refused 
access to public establishments and facilities, and eventually losing their home and possessions. 
Rosemarie is forced to leave school and so loses track of her best friend. In 1942, she and her 
family are taken and interned in the Westerbork Transit Camp. They witness the departure of 
packed trains, transports heading to the East. Rosemarie instinctively senses what these people 
will encounter at the end of their journey – without truly imagining its full dimension. 

Quite surprisingly, the family receives South American passports. As so-called ‘exchange Jews’, 
they are held in Bergen-Belsen, slated to be taken to Switzerland to be exchanged for Germans. 

Before their train can bring them to freedom, Rosemarie and her family must endure the brutal 
everyday life of a concentration camp run by the SS, with role calls, gruelling work, cold and 
harassment. They suffer from lice and typhus. And they witness the arrival to their camp of 
completely ragged, exhausted women, the survivors of a death march from camps in the East. 
When they have given up all hope of being exchanged, early in 1945 a train transport takes 
place, destined for Switzerland.  

What profound disappointment, however, when shortly before the Swiss border, they are among 
those who must leave the train because not enough Germans are available to be exchanged for 
them. Instead of being in Switzerland, the family is interred in Camp Lindele in Biberach. There 
they are freed by French troops.   

Author  
Marietta Moskin is popular in America as the author of many books, mostly for young people, as 
well as for translations from Dutch and German. For her contributions to Jewish literature, in 1976 
she received the Shirley Kravitz Children’s Book Award. None of her books had ever been 
translated into German – until in 2003 school children in Biberach came across this book set in 
part in their home city, and translated it themselves.   
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·  Sample translation available 

·  The first biography of Alfred 
Rosenberg  

·  Sold to: Estonia (Tänapäev)  

 
For anyone who wants to understand the ideological orientation of the Nazi nation it soon 
becomes clear that Alfred Rosenberg was one of the most important personalities next to Hitler. 
He was born in 1893 in Reval (today Tallinn), the capital of Estonia. In 1946 he was sentenced to 
death at the Nuremberg Trials and was executed. The story of Rosenberg can be seen as 
represantive example of an ambitions man`s career under Nazi rule: from humble beginnings as 
a fascist journalist and agitator to the ideological agent of a totalitarian regime and then 
Reichsminister. 
 
Rosenberg is commonly acknowledged as the ‘Chief Ideologist’ of the NSDAP. He was the editor 
of many significant Nazi periodicals. When the battle against the ‘Jewish-Bolshevist Enemy’ 
began with the assault on the Soviet Union in 1941, he became Reichsminister for the occupied 
East. Initially the mastermind behind an ideological state, he was now a front line politician. From 
the start, the war in the east was an ideological war of extermination and a Rosenberg was 
necessary for its legitimation. Rosenberg was also involved in the murder of six million Jews 
taking place behind the front lines. 
 
In some respects Rosenberg was even more totalitarian than some of the other early Nazis. State 
power was not enough for him: he also wanted to control the minds of the people. What is 
certainly his most well known book, The Legend of the 20th Century (Der Mythos des 20. 
Jahrhunderts), appeared in 1930 and provided the National Socialists with a seemingly scientific 
basis for their fascist and anti-Christian ideology. 
 
Press 
The first comprehensive portrait of this Nazi armchair perpetrator.  
Der Spiegel 
 
Rather than portray this life in the classical biographical style of attempting to stay close to its 
subject, Piper maintains an ironic distance, keeping the moral judgement of Rosenberg  in view 
while still giving the historical context plenty of room for development. A portrait as if through a 
wide-angle lens, one that presents a history of the Nazis as well. 
Christian Jostmann, Süddeutsche Zeitung 
 
Author  
Ernst Piper, born in 1952, studied history and German literature and worked for a variety of 
publishers for many years. He has been head of the department for Holocaust Studies at the 
Moses Mendelssohn Centre for European-Jewish Studies at the University of Potsdam since 
2003.  
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He came to war-ravaged Germany as an engineer in the British army. As an officer of the political 
intelligence section he observed and accompanied the reawakening political life of the Germans 
in the years 1945 and 1946. Architect Julius Posener, from a Jewish family and raised in Berlin-
Lichterfelde, was forced to leave Germany in 1935. He emigrated to Palestine, where in May 
1941 he joined the British army in order to be a part of the war against national socialistic 
Germany. On April 6, 1945, he crossed the Rhine at Xanten and experienced the end of the war 
in bombed-out Bocholt. On December 31, 1946, he left Germany and returned to Palestine. 
 
During his time in Germany, he was part of a fact-finding tour through the British Occupation 
Zone, which took him and his colleagues to Cologne, Düsseldorf, Lennep, Mülheim, Herford, and 
Münster. Posener attended the public speeches of Kurt Schumacher and the sermons of 
Lutheran minister Martin Niemöller; he encountered old Nazis in their new official positions, where 
they had adapted quite nicely to the new situation. 
 
In a laconic, ironically distanced style, yet one always evincing a deeply rooted love for humanity, 
Posener reported on a variety of post-war themes: the modes of life in the midst of the ruins, the 
dramatic food situation, the Germans’ struggle with the notion of collective guilt, the grotesque 
mistakes made during the re-education and de-nazification programmes, the newly founded 
political parties, the uncertainties of the German politicians, and the situation of the remaining 
Jews. 
 
Fifty-five years after its creation, Posener’s report is published here for the first time in Germany, 
its original, unaltered text complemented with an afterword and a glossary of the people and the 
historical events described.   
 
Author  
Julius Posener (1904-1996) studied architecture in Berlin. After emigrating to Palestine in 1935, 
he became a British citizen in 1946.   
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Comprehensive, original and lucid, and with a keenn ess for theories: a historical 
biography that sets standards and is a must for any one interested in history. 
 
Paul von Hindenburg (1847-1934), field marshal and politician, is one of the major historical 
figures of twentieth-century German history. He was an important political figure at a time when 
events in Germany and in Europe occurred quickly and dramatically. World war, defeat, and 
revolution plummeted the German Reich into a deep crisis. Inflation and a world economic 
depression shook the young and unstable Weimar Republic. Looked upon as a hero, the “Victor 
of Tannenberg” was a decisive player in the major turning points in German history, including the 
downfall of the monarchy in November 1918 and the beginning of the national socialist regime in 
1933. 
Paul von Hindenburg was born in Posen in 1847. As a young soldier he took part in the battles of 
Königgrätz in 1866 and Sedan in 1870. Like his father he pursued a military career, and by the 
time he left the army in 1911 he had achieved the rank of general. When the First World War 
began in 1914, Hindenburg reentered military service. The general field marshal took command 
of the armed forces in 1916 and, with Ludendorff, was responsible for the German war planning. 
Even after the German defeat in the autumn of 1918, Hindenburg continued to be part of the fate 
of his nation. On November 9, he advised Kaiser Wilhelm II to leave the country. Though still a 
monarchist, he became a candidate for the office of President of the German Reich in 1925 and 
was elected by a majority. The final consequential decision of his political career was the naming 
of Adolf Hitler to the office of Reichs Chancellor on January 30, 1933. In August 1934, the aging 
Hindenburg died. 
Wolfram Pyta, an expert on Hindenburg, describes a very distinctive ruling personality and 
recounts the story of a breathtaking political career that extended through three political systems: 
monarchy, republic, and dictatorship. Hindenburg had to endure several onerous defeats, and he 
was often in the position of making decisions of world historical importance. Pyta’s book provides 
answers to the many central questions of German history. The most burning question, however, 
remains: Why did Hindenburg, as President of the German Reich, put the power in Hitler’s 
hands? 
 
Author  
Wolfram Pyta, born in 1960 in Dortmund, studied in Bonn and Cologne. Since 1999 he has been 
head of the Department of Modern History at the Historical Institute of the University of Stuttgart. 
A major focus of his is the history of the Weimar Republic and the European relationships of 
power from 1815 to 1848. Professor Pyta is the foremost expert on Hindenburg.   
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In his autobiography, Marcel Reich-Ranicki, the embodiment of contemporary German literary 
criticism, tells the story of his life as a Polish Jew in the "country and culture" of Germany and 
how he fared in the process.  
When he was just over nine years old, he left Vlocklavek, his place of birth in Poland, to settle in 
Berlin, where, as a Jew during the rise of national socialism, he encountered the dark side of 
German culture. His luck, for which he thanks German literature, music and theatre, appears to 
be inseparably intertwined with the fear of German barbarism. In 1938, Reich-Ranicki was 
deported to Poland. As a Jew in the Warsaw ghetto, he experienced the most terrible humiliations 
which people are capable of imposing on each other. Together with his wife, Tosia, he survived 
the inferno. In the years after the war in Poland, he became a communist and witnessed the 
greatest betrayal to the idea of a just society, a betrayal committed by the ruling party at the time. 
In 1958, he returned to Germany and became famous as a critic almost immediately. 
In a fascinating narration, Reich-Ranicki trenchantly portrays the stages of his eventful and 
moving life with many anecdotes. He tells the reader about "Group 47", describes his years as 
critic working for the Die Zeit weekly newspaper and later as the head of literary criticism for the 
Frankfurter Allgemeinen. He remembers encounters with the great names of German literature of 
the post-war period, such as Bertolt Brecht, Anna Seghers, Elias Canetti, Thomas Bernhard, 
Heinrich Böll, Max Frisch, Günter Grass and many others.  
The result is not just an authentic picture of the author's life but also an informative portrait of 
literary life in Germany. 

 
Author  
Marcel Reich-Ranicki, born in Vlocklavek (Poland) on 2 June 1920, moved to Berlin in 1929 
where he remained until 1938. From 1940 to 1958, he lived in Warsaw. In 1959, he returned to 
Germany and was a critic with Die Zeit until 1973 and head of literary criticism with the 
Frankfurter Allgemeinen until 1988. From 1988 to 2001, he has had his own television program, 
"Das literarische Quartett" (the literary quartet). Many publications, numerous honorary doctorates 
and many awards such as the Ricarda-Huch prize in 1981, the Thomas Mann prize in 1987, the 
Ludwig Börne prize in 1995. In 1996, he became a member of the PEN centre in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 
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The mythologization of an ordinary crime 
 
In Berlin on the evening of 14 January 1930, a shot was fired from close range at Horst Wessel, a 
young member of the SA. He died a few weeks later from his injuries. Joseph Goebbels, whose 
attention had already been drawn to Wessel in 1927, was the first to recognize the propaganda 
potential of the case. “A young martyr for the Third Reich” he wrote in his diary on 23 February 
immediately after receiving the news of his death. This was the beginning of the mythologization 
of what was basically a very ordinary crime. 
 
Using source material hitherto unexamined, historian Daniel Siemens has reconstructed the 
background to Horst Wessel’s murder. He explains how the National Socialists made a political 
hero out of Wessel and examines the murders of revenge committed by the SA, Gestapo and 
justice after 1933, particularly with regard to Communists.   
 
Press 
“Siemens has unrolled a spectacular criminal case. A gripping and fact-rich historical study.” WDR 
(Western German Broadcasting) 

 “This book could be used as a standard reference on the essential details of the Nazi technique 
of domination – and its consequences.” Der Tagesspiegel 

“Siemens’s work, while not a revision of what is thus far known, sheds light on a quantity of 
interrelationships and background information that displays Horst Wessel, mostly known only as a 
footnote, as a phenotypical Nazi. This book is well worth reading.” Süddeutsche Zeitung 

“Detective work is not the only strength of this book. Siemens can tell a story, and he makes the 
Zeitgeist and mentality of that generation tangible.” Deutschlandradio 
 
Author  
Daniel Siemens is a historian in the department of History of Modern Societies at the University of 
Bielefeld. One of the focal points of his work is the history of the Weimar Republic and National 
Socialism. Daniel Siemens also contributes to various daily newspapers, including the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung and the Süddeutsche Zeitung.   
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The three bestsellers, now for the first time in on e volume! 
 
Who were the women along side Hitler and his cohorts, and what importance was accorded them 
in the Nazi regime? In her meticulously researched work, Anna Maria Sigmund had covered the 
spectrum from the wives of the leading Nazis such as Emmy Göring and Magda Goebbels and 
artists such as Zarah Leander and Thea von Harbou, to the seemingly average women who had 
vital positions in the National Socialist reign of terror. Based on numerous extraordinary sources, 
twenty fascinating portraits are presented here, and with them some surprising revelations.   
 
Author  
Dr. Anna Maria Sigmund, a native of Austria, studied history and art history in Vienna. She is a 
member of the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. Along with her bestseller The Women of 
the Nazis, she has published The House of Habsburg (Das Haus Habsburg) and In Vienna 
Everything Was Beautiful (In Wien war alles schön).   
 
Also available:  
The Führer’s Best Friend (Des Führers bester Freund, 2005) 
Sold to: Czech Republic, Russia     
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The 20 July plot has many faces. The resistance arose from various trends and took various 
shapes, yet it had just one enemy: Nazi totalitarianism. In a series of portraits, Peter Steinbach 
shows what united and what divided German resistance to Hitler. This book is a panoramic view 
of the entire resistance movement in all its aspects, and is told on the biographical principle, using 
figures who are examples of the currents of thought that came together in the resistance.   
 
Press  
‘…sensitively rendered portraits (providing) clear features to the faces of the resistance.’  
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung   
 
Author  
Peter Steinbach is director of the Central Memorial to the German Resistance in Berlin. On 20 
July 2004, was the sixtieth anniversary of the Stauffenberg plot, the book was presented at the 
Memorial, with Klaus von Dohnanyi, son of the resistance fighter Hans von Dohnanyi.   
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A competent overview that provides deep insights in to the results of the latest research 
and present-day discussions. 
 
Where was the centre of power of the Third Reich? Who planned the murder of the Jews, and 
who had enough courage to offer resistance to Hitler’s regime? Who benefited from those two 
German national characters, War and Barbarity? These questions, and many others like them, 
are answered by 15 authors who are among the best historians of the younger generation. 
 
The time of National Socialism is probably the best researched period of German history and the 
one that interests the general public most. This is why there is a multitude of studies of the various 
aspects of the Third Reich. Until now, however, there has not been a general overview that is 
comprehensible and that takes the results of the latest historical research into consideration. 
 
This book gives readers interested in history as well as university students a concise introduction 
to all the important and hitherto neglected questions and interpretations of the National Socialist 
period. It also gives readers a different view of the National Socialist rule and its aftermath. 
 
Press  
“It is to be recommended to anyone who would like to become closer to this topic, and to all those 
who wants to bring their knowledge up to date.” Süddeutsche Zeitung 
 
Editors 
Dietmar Süß, born in 1973, is a member of the academic staff at the prestigious Institute of 
Contemporary History in Munich. He has been given several awards for his work, including the 
Leibniz-Prize for the Promotion of Young Talents in 2002 and, in 2003, the Bavarian University 
Lecturer Promotion Prize. 
 
Winfried Süß, born in 1966, is a member of the academic staff at the Centre of Contemporary 
History Research in Potsdam. He was awarded the Promotion Prize of the LMU in Munich for his 
dissertation.   
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A deeply moving account of the cruelty of war 
 
Eight-year-old Burkhard spends one last beautiful summer with his mother in Königsberg before 
preparations begin in autumn 1944 for the final battle and the city becomes a fortress. The war, 
which started off as an exciting game, is soon to become cruel reality. During the confusion 
following the Soviet invasion, his six-week-old brother, his mother and his grandmother die. Along 
with other war orphans, he is put into a children's home and learns to get by as well as he could 
with the Russians. The children can hardly believe their luck when finally, in November 1947, they 
are allowed to go to Germany, and his happiness is indescribable when he finds his father again 
in January 1948 after the latter's return from British captivity. The author tells his moving story 
with ease and verve. His book is a unique account of the final months of the war and the 
immediate post-war period.   
 
Press  
“One of the most distressing and moving autobiographies that this reviewer has yet read. After 
hundreds of thematically similar memoirs, this one belongs to the best.” 
Ostpreußische Allgemeine Zeitung   

“His soberly written book, without emotional kitsch, … is apprehensively impressive.”  
Süddeutsche Zeitung 

 
Author  
Hans-Burkhard Sumowski was born in Königsberg in 1936. He studied Industrial Engineering in 
Graz and Berlin. He was for many years the Managing Director of a sound engineering and 
record company in Berlin before he opened his own consulting engineering firm. He is now 
retired.   
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“The Foreign City — Breslau 1945” was awarded the G eorg Dehio Book Award 2004 and 
the Europe Special Award of the VBKI  
 
At the end of the Second World War Breslau, then the largest German city east of Berlin, became 
Wroclaw, a city in western Poland. What politically took only a stroke of the pen proved a 
dramatic change on the spot, one that still affects life in the city today. 
 
In the course of its history, Breslau has seen many rulers, but only in 1945 did the redrawing of 
state boundaries lead to a complete change of population. Germans were driven from Breslau 
and replaced by Poles, many of whom had themselves been driven out of Eastern Poland, which 
had fallen to the share of the Soviet Union.  For most of the settlers, Breslau long remained a 
foreign city, which it was widely feared would revert to the Germans again sooner or later. 
In the 1950s the city destroyed around the ‘fortress’ of Breslau in the last months of the war was 
still a desert of rubble. But in the diplomatic wrangling over the Oder-Neisse border, Breslau was 
of such outstanding political importance that the Polish state and its society made joint efforts to 
rebuild the city and make it a brilliant metropolis. 
The author describes what the break of 1945 was like from the point of view of Breslau itself, the 
efforts to make a German city into a Polish one, and how they were reflected in the appearance 
of the city. For a long time Breslau’s German history was suppressed and all trace of it removed. 
Today, however, it is perceived by the Poles of Breslau as part of their particular local identity. 
Breslau is re-inventing itself once more. 
 
‘One of the reasons why I always feel so uneasy in Breslau is the sense of inconsolable nostalgia 
in the air. As if its people were far, far away from their own, living in exile. As if all the longing of 
the masses of human beings uprooted and then transplanted here filled the air with painful 
melancholy.’ Maria Dabrowska 1947   
 
Author  
Gregor Thum, born in Munich in 1967, studied history and Slavonic studies in Berlin and Moscow. 
From 1995 to 2001 he was an assistant lecturer at the Viadrina University in Frankfurt an der 
Oder. Today he teaches history at the University of Pittsburgh in the USA.   
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That little corner of luck – the authentic story of  a girl in post-war Poland. 
 
It is the summer of 1944. Lena lives with her family on a farm in a Polish village. Wo years earlier 
they were forced to flee from Silesia. War is in progress and her father is fighting on the frontlines. 
Still, Lena manages to spend a care free time together with her five brothers and sisters. As the 
fighting approaches the village, Lena’s parents decide to send the three youngest children and 
the maid to Stuttgart in South Germany, where they have relatives. Lena remains in Poland 
together with her mother and two brothers. When they hear the artillery fire of the Russian army 
in the distance, they join other refugees on their way to the West. But it is too late! Soon they are 
overtaken by Russian tanks and the way to the West is blocked. The refugees have to remain 
where they are, trying to live under a new regime as best they can. 
When the children are forced to work under a new law, Lena is sent to work for several families 
and in one of them is treated worse than the animals on the farm. She is always hungry and has 
to sleep in the terribly cold stables. However, Lena’s resilience and ability to see the positive in 
even the worst of situations saves her life. When her mother tells her that they are finally allowed 
to leave Poland and go to Germany. Lena is deeply affected. She does not want to move to a 
country she does not know for some time now has felt to be Polish rather than German.   

 
Author  
Werner Toporski was born in Berlin in 1934. He knows about war and flight from his own 
experience. He is a chemist by profession and author of young adult’s books dealing with 
contemporary history. His intention is to give those who are exposed to the rules of their 
respective time a chance to be heard. He lives in South Germany. ‘Kalte Zeiten’ is his first book 
published by C. Bertelsmann.   
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The “Oskar Schindler” of Nanking. 
 
During the winter of 1937/38, Japanese soldiers pillaged the former Chinese capital city of 
Nanking (Nanjing), raping women and girls and killing anyone who resisted them. It is not well 
known that there were people who desperately struggled to save the lives of civilians. The 
foremost example is John Rabe, head of the Siemens office in Nanking and a member of the Nazi 
party. Through his effort, a security zone was put in place, in which at one time 250,000 people 
found refuge from the massacres. 
 
Made known only in the 1990s in Germany, John Rabe’s journal encompasses the distressing 
events in Nanking and includes many individual stories of fate movingly told. The China expert 
Erwin Wickert, who met John Rabe in 1936, has written a commentary on the journal, and in an 
afterword he places its author and his courageous actions in the historical context. 
 
�  An outstanding historical document 
�  The source of the film John Rabe, due to premier in 2009   
 
Press  
“A Nazi in China who uses his swastika to save lives. Unbelievably gripping and with an 
enormous richness of details and drama.” New York Times   
 
Editor  
Erwin Wickert (1915–2008), studied Art History and Philosophy in Berlin and Heidelberg and 
Economics and Political Science in the U.S. During the Second World War he was in the Foreign 
Service (Shanghai and Tokyo). Afterwards he worked as a writer until he returned to diplomatic 
service in 1955.    
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“It was a game played with high stakes.” Joachim Fest on Adam von Trott zu Solz    
 
Adam von Trott zu Solz was the “foreign minister” amongst the conspirators behind the July Plot. 
In the course of some twenty trips abroad he acted as a co-ordinator between the resistance 
movement in Germany and the Allies. Although it meant certain death, he returned to Berlin from 
Sweden in 1944 and was duly executed in August of the same year.  
 
Adam von Trott zu Solz was a key figure in the resistance movement against Hitler. As foreign 
policy advisor to the Kreisau Circle, he was able to bring them into direct contact with 
Stauffenberg; he forged links with the allied capitals – his connections extending to the highest 
levels of British and American government. Within Germany itself he tried to fashion alliances with 
conservative, Christian, trade union and communist resistance groups – a fact which both 
German states had difficulty dealing with subsequently, during the Cold War years. However, any 
comprehensive assessment of the resistance movement would be impossible without some 
knowledge of Adam von Trott – the man, his character and the stance he took.  
 
Henric L. Wuermeling presents the first German biography of this unjustly neglected resistance 
fighter, based on his research in the archives of the secret service and extensive interviews with 
survivors.   
 
Author  
Henric L. Wuermeling, born in 1941, was an editor at the Bavarian television channel from 1966 to 
2000, the last ten years as head of the family, society and history programme section. His 
documentaries have won several awards, including the prestigious Bayerische Fernsehpreis for 
his dramatised documentary about Adam von Trott zu Solz.   
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